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DECEMBER, 1877. 


THE MONTH. 
Tue political crisis in France, productive as it is of the gravest public anxiety, 
to the State, dangerous even to the peace of Europe, is still prolonged 
those who could terminate it in a moment if they chose. Because Marshal 
MacMahon and his Cabinet will not recognize the national sovereignty—will not 


present problem is the Marshal-President himself, He bas renounced: the irresponsi- } 
bility with which, as thé Chief of the State, the Constitution had endowed bim, descended | 
into the political arena, identified himself with a party, canvassed for his Ministers, 

and, instead of throwing the responsibility of his public acts upon them, has allowed 

them to shield themselves behind the protection of his name. From a position so 

false it is difficult to retreat ; and, beyond accepting the resignation of his Cabinet, 

ard constructing another of the same politics, but of inferior ability, the Marshal 

hitherto has shown no signs of concession. The middle or constitutional party in the 

Senate have gone with the Marshal as far as they well could, but they admit that ~ 

the Chaner of Deputies, in ordering the inquiry, has acted strictly within the 

limits of its own powers ; that it is not amenable to the Senate ; and that they will 

not again dissolve it. Thus is taken from the Marshal all immediate pretence or 

occasion for a coup état. Had « secdnd dissolution taken place, it would have, 
doubtless, been regarded as illegal, and met with resistance from the Chamber. 

Violence might then have been resorted to to disperse it; and what might next have | 
followed, who can tell? But danger is not yet over. It is said that the President i 
is resolved, come what may, never to resign. It is obvious, too, that, as yet, he has 
acted, practically, on the principle never to submit. The old alternative propounded 
to him by M. Gambetta is still before him, but he will have none of it. It is clear 
that, consistently with the public peace, this course cannot much longer be persisted - se 
in; and that, until a Ministry shall be constituted prepared to carry on the govern- | 
ment in conformity with the principles of the majority in the French Chamber—in - i, 
other words, to lay aside dynastic aims, and to devote their efforts to consolidate and 
but little hope for order or tranquillity in France. 


Since our last issue, the Eastern Question, by the fall of Kars, has entered on a 
new phase, and now presents fresh contingencies of the deepest interest to all who 
desire to see tranquillity re-established on a basis of righteousness and truth, The ~~ 
capture of this Asiatic stronghold of the Turks has given to the Russian armies in ae 
Asia an immense advantage, removing the greatest obstacle to their progress, and ii 


is to be endangered, and feelings of exasperation, the outcome of which no man can a 

predict, aroused throughout the land. The one great obstacle to every solution of the 

| 
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rapidly pushed forward in Armenia. Of this advantage the commanders are not 
slow to avail themselves, for we learn that already the main army of the Russians 
is advancing upon Erzeroum. Of course this triompb, achieved as it was sooner 
than most military critics had expected, was not effected without considerable loss, — 
obtained possession of a vast quantity of stores, of nearly 300 guna, and of 10,000 
prisoners of war. Tbe enthusiasm of the Russian troops has been greatly kindled — 
by this vi , and their hopes proportionately stirred. Meanwhile, in another 
region, the fatal circle of investment is being drawn closer and closer around the 
doomed Plevna, in the Russian camp before which place the news of the capture of 
Kars has produced the most indescribable excitement. Mehemet Ali, however, is 
raising a large army at Sofia for the relief of the fortress, and Turkish authorities 


to frustrate the object of this expedition ; and if they act with the prudence which 
distinguished them at Kars, it is all but certain that the fall of Plevna is a question 


of the palace at Constantinople seems undoubted, and this party is pro 
increasing, for the excitement aroused against it in the capital does but indica 
much. That very excitement, however, will for the present probably deter 
advocates of peace from taking any public action, still more from asking England or 
Germany to mediate between the Sultan and the Czar. Things have not yet arrived 
at such a state as to make action of this sort safe, even supposing it were possible. 


adapted to awaken are scarcely lessened when we find that the conviction has been — 
quashed on the ground of a technical irregularity, wholly foreign to the merits of the 
case. It might have been supposed that, in a cause recognized by all parties as of the 
greatest possible moment, such an error, involving eo signal a miscarriage of justice, 


could scarcely have occurred ; and our amazement is enhanced when we find that the 


party responsible for that error is no less a personage than Lord Penzance himself! 
The case was dealt with by that Judge upon a requisition from the Primate; and 
the Act of Parliament requires both that the Archbishop shall specify where any 
ease that he remits ‘for trial will be heard, and the Judge should hear it there, 
and not elsewhere. In this instance the Primate called upon the Judge to try the 
ease “at any place in London or Westminster, or in the diocese of Rochester.” 
Lord Penzance, however, neglected to comply with this requirement, and heard the 
case in the Primate’s Library at Lambeth Palace. That fact, technical and alight as 
it may seem, vitiates the whole ee ee His 


| 

ie believe, or at least assert, that until this assistance shall reach him Osman 

i of time only. War, indeed, is largely a game of chance, and the chances of this war 
: | have been surprising ; yet the present aspect of the struggle points to what was 
anticipated from the first—the ultimate defeat of Turkey. At such « crisis it is 
natural that reports of peace preposals, renewed negotiations between the belli- 

ij Our readers have no doubt learned with astonishment that the whole of the 
| proceedings taken last year, under the Public Worship Regulation Act, against the 
_ Rev. Arthur Tooth, have been annulled by the Queen’s Bench Division of the 
| High Court of Justice. The first feelings of surprise which this announcement is 
3 
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appeal results in his complete victory, without any inconvenient discussion on the 
merits of his case. However technical the error on which Lord Pensance's judg- 


ment has been quashed, the place where any cause is tried is of necessity an im- 


- portant element in its decision. A yet more important question than this is the 


nature of the jurisdiction exercised by Lord Penzance. On this point also a discussion 
was raised, Mr. Tooth's prosecutors contending that the Judge in this case exercised 
his authority as Dean of the Arches, and, as such, had jurisdiction over the entire 
Provinee of Canterbury, of which Lambeth is a part The Lord Chief Justice, 
however, decided otherwise, and in that decision the other Judges both concurred; 
affirming that the authority of Lord Penzance’s Court was an “entirely new 
authority and jurisdiction,” created solely by the Act passed in 1874. Such has 
certainly not been the impression of the public, although the Ritualists have con- 
tended for it all along. From these authoritative declarations it is clear that very 
serious results may be expected to ensue. The failure, on technical grounds, both of 
the Hatcham and St. Vedast cases will intensify the demand for the reconsiders- 
tion and amendment of the Act, which, although passed to facilitate decisions in 
ecclesiastical cases, seema, as yet, to have only rendered them more difficult. We 
note that Mr. Tooth, im a letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, intimates his 
intention, for the sake of his parishioners, to resign his living, now that he has, so 
far as he considers, performed his duty to the Church; magnanimously adding that 
it is not his imtention to bring actions for false imprisonment against his prosecutors. 


Advantage was taken by the presence lately at Leicester of the Congregational 
Union, to hold # Couference on “ religious communion,” of @ strange and startling 


promoters, for whose proceedings the Congregations! Union were, of cou 
way whatever responsible. What those views were it was, in some 
cult to tell, as not only were differing sentiments expressed, but the very terms 

were and the af the Ccefrense were criveloped in kind 
of dreamy baze. The Conference was the outcome of the desire of certain gentle~ 
men whose ideas have, of late, found more or less expression, for what they desig- 
nate as “ religious communion,” independent of definite belief. The circular con- 
vening it declared it to be “ open to all who are in sympathy with the principle that 
religious communion is not dependent on agreement in theological, critical, or 
historical opinion.” Presence at the Conference was not to be understood as com- 
mitting any one to any principle but this. The circular, however, was in its 
language so undefined and vague, that but few of those present understood that they 
were pledged even to this principle, as was evinced by their repudiation of it at the 
meeting. The large majority of those present were, doubtless, orthodox members 


of the Congregational body, who regarded the “religious communion” above de- 


scribed not simply as undesirable, but as a literal impossibility. The position of the 


‘promoters of the movement must be viewed by all earnest men, believing in a 
Divine Revelation—a certain trath of God, to be received into the understand. | 


ing, and to influence the heart and life—to be untenable and false in the extreme. 
That men of contrary intellectual beliefs should meet together to discuss them in a 


- friendly way, and, by mutual converse and co-operation, to seek farther light and 


knowledge, we can understand; and where men are thoroughly in earnest, this is 
té be desired. Such, however, was not the purpose of the Leicester Conference, The 


communion there advocated, so far as we apprehend whet implied, would 


| 
information only; and but few indeed expressed ‘concurrence in the views of its 
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- 
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or disregard all intellectual beliefs, all definite faith in doctrines of any kind at all; 
and unite together in so-called acts of worship men who are hopelessly disagreed 
as to the very Object of their worship, and the claims that He may have on human 
gratitude and veneration. For this movement, it is clear, is not to be confined even 
to Christians, using that term in the most comprehensive sense we can conceive. 
The “communion” does not imply agreement either in “ theological, critical, or 
historical opinion.” Hence those who deny the incarnation and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ are as eligible for this communion as are those who make these facts the 
basis of their faith and practice! Those who critically reject the evangelic narra- 
tives may be admitted to it equally with those who regard those narratives as the 
precious and divinely-inspired record of the great transactions by means of which 
life eternal has become the heritage of mortal men! Nay, even those who, denying 
(or seeming to deny) the personality of God Himself, speak, like Mr. Picton at the 
Conference, in a pantheistic sense, of the “divine totality of being,” may dave 
their share in a “ communion” so baseless and indefinite as this. Practically, the 
movement expresses the ideas of those who think that it matters not what men 
believe, and that what they call a “life of goodness” may exist apart from any faith 
on which that goodness may be built. To think thus is to ignore the fact (true in 
every department of life), that what we believe makes us what we are. To advocate 
a creedless communion amongst all who have some vague, dreamy, sentimental 
notions of religion, is to act not merely as if no Divine Revelation had ever . been 
given to the world, as if men had been left to guess at religious truth, and all 
religions, therefore, must be placed upon an equal footing; it is to disregard the 
dictates of common sense itself. Union under the conditions proposed (should we 
not rather say apart from all conditions?) is simply impossible. To advocate it is 
not only “ unorthodox,” but absurd—not dangerous only, but ridiculous as well. Men 
may seem to be united in the attitude of prayer, or in the singing of a hymn of 
praise, but if their thoughts of Him whom they thus address are “ wide as the poles 
asunder,” the union is mechanical and external only; no real communion can pos- 
sibly exist. To speak of the inevitable separations which obtain amongst men re- 
sulting from the wide divergences of their faith as if they were the effect of a 
culpable intolerance, is simply and flagrantly untrue. Separation, in these 


cases, 
~ arises from the very nature and necessity of things. It is this consideration which, : 


-mpon reflection, is so obvious, that diminishes the apprehensions we ‘might other- 
wise entertain as to the possible consequences of the Leicester Conference. 


The despatches recehitly received from Mr. H. M. Stanley have aroused renewed 
interest in the great and important subject of Central African research. He has 
fully traced the course of the greatest river of that continent, and the third largest 
in the world. The intrepid explorer calls it the “ Livingstone,” and gives his reasons 
for substituting that designation for the “Congo” and other inappropriate names’ 


_ From its source to Cape Padron at its mouth, this magnifivent stream is in length 


2,900 miles. Mr. Stanley estimates at 1,000 miles the “clear navigable spaces” of 


‘this river ; and at 1,200 miles the available waters of its affluents, both north and 


south. The worth of these discoveries to .geographical science we can hardly 
overestimate. The rich and fertile districts of the African interior are thus 
shown to be easily accessible to European enterprise, and a new and naturally- 


_ constructed highway for the commerce of the world is revealed to view. The antici- 


pations once indulged in with reference to the Niger are found to be amply fulfilled 


'- im this mightier channel, the head waters of which Dr. Livingstone was the first 


patiently and thoroughly to explore. 
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Even amongst the Jesuite—that order so uniformly devoted to Papal pretensions 
and supremacy, so slavish in their doctrines, so bent on the exaltation of the 
priesthood, and so inimical to private judgment—there are yet, it seems, to be 
found some vestiges of independent thought. The case of Father Curci is in point. 
A leader in the Ultramontane cause, energetically advocating the tenets and dogmas 
of the Vatican, and an old and faithful servant of the Romish Church, he has never- 
theless separated himself from the aims and spirit of the Papacy on a most important 
and essential question, Believing that the Church ought to rely on her inherent 
spiritual strength, and to develop that strength by reforming all abuses, and 
reproving and abjuring sin, he regards the loss of the Pope's temporal power as a 
matter of but small account. Si since, in a pamphlet styled “ The Fall of 
Rome,” he urged that the Church’ should accept accomplished facts, and that a 

liati between Victor Emmanuel and Pio Nono. Three 
years afterwards this brochure was followed by another, of similar tendency and 
spirit, Avowing his belief that no divine interposition could be expected for 
the restoration of the temporal power, and having recently expressed his views 
generally in a letter to the Pontiff, which found its way into an Italian paper, he 
incurred the censure both of his own order and the Vatican. He is now, therefore, 
permitted to separate himself from the “ Society of Jesus,” which, we assume, is a mild 
way of pronouncing his expulsion. A letter by Father Beckx, the General of the 
Order, declares his views to be offensive to “ Christ’s Vicar,” and a scandal to the 
Church. It is said that Father Curci has a “following ;” and this is certain, that, 
unlike many of his order, Curci has never failed to reprove clerical misdeeds. 


We mentioned in September last (p. 268) the condemnation by the Correctional 
Tribunal of Rome, of the calumniators, through the columns of the Papal Osservatore 
Romano, of Signor Conti and other evangelists of the Free Italian Church. They 
appealed, and we have just received intelligence of the result. The Superior Tribunal 
of Rome has confirmed the original judgment; and notwithstanding all the efforts 
of four clerical advocates and of the tears of Signor Borgia himself to lighten the sen- 
tence, Signor Gandini, the responsible editor of that journal, is eondemned to six 
months’ imprisonment and a fine of 200 francs, and Signor Borgia to a month's im- 
prisonment and a fine of 51 franes: the parties thus sentenced to pay also all the 
legal expenses of the trial. 


“ RELIGIOUS” WARFARE. 
In the strife of the Churches it is even as in the wars of the world; the position and 
policy of a neutral must inevitably be sometimes misunderstood by ardent belli- 
gerents. A journal which warmly espouses the interests of the Liberation Society 
_ may well fail to appreciate the standpoint of any institution or periodical whose 
aims are so different from its gwn. The journal in question cannot really intend to 
misrepresent our views ; but it is, nevertheless, entirely wrong in ascribing to us 
any bias whatever on the Establishment controversy, except indeed that we de- — 
cidedly object to all State suppurt of Romanism or semi-Romanism., Month after 
month, year after year, have these pages been devoted to the advocacy of the 
interests of our conimon Protestantism; but a paragraph in our last number (p. 324) 
is supposed by the writer who criticises it to indicate an intention which would 
involve a betrayal of them all. This would indeed be not only criminal; it would be 
irrational. The paragraph in question gave an account which was intended to be 
strictly acctigate, and without party bias of any kind, as to the proceedings of the 


™ 


| 
| | 


- 
ee 


366 BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 


Croydon Church Congress. Or critic hea failed to convince us—we are sure that 
he wil! fail to convince others who have all the evidence tefore them—that that 
stcount was inaccurate. On “important questions,” on “ controverted topics,” on 
which it was the duty of the Evangelicals to speak, they did speak ; and that this 
was the fact we give below the testimony of eye and car witnesses. We did not, 
indeed, asvert that all was said that might have been desired ; but that “ there was 
no absolute shrinking” from points on which they are at issue with their opponents. 
Such, we maintain, was the fact. The confessional, for instance, was unsparingly 
resistance to the law were exposed and stigmatized as they deserve. Of course, if 
Evangelicals consent to meet their opponents in Charch Congress, that fact of itself 
pats some restraint upon their language. “Open and direct hostilities,” in the 
fallest sense of the terms, they must eschew. Hence action fer more potent and — 
protests far more energetic than any that the Congress could tolerate, ought to be 
resorted to by all who are resolved to maintain Protestant doctrine against Ritualists 
and Romanizers. 

We regret the necessity for this reference to a controversial topic; but we 
could hardly be silent under so heavy an impatation upon our motives and so 
distinct a denial of our veracity. Neither the platform of the Evangelical Alliance 
nor these pages is the place for questions which divide from each other brethren 
holding a commén faith. The story has been often told, but in the present con- 
nexion it will bear repeating once more, how, in an age of strife, a well-known divine 
was interrogated by certain authoritative visitors as to whether he preached with 
reference to the times. Leighton—for he it was—confessed that he did not ; 
but, said he, since so many Are preaching for the times, may not one poor brother be 
allowed to preach for eternity? So, too, when every Church and every section of 
ecclesiastical society has its organ, which propounds its views as to Establishments — 
when, as many tell us, the shock of battle is impending, and party cries resound on 
all hands, surely a periodical which is pacific on principle—the only periodical 
devoted to the specific purpose for which it exists (a purpose which any religious 
writer, whatever his views on Establishments, must regard with respect )—may fairly 
be excused from otingling in the fray on the most hotly-coutroverted question of 
the age. We would only add, that if, in the world’s battles, it be accounted any- 
thing but heroic to attack a non-combatant, such conduct must still less claim the 
admiration of any Christian man, when that attack is made upon ground which 
should be regarded as sacred to our bighest and holiest interests—the ground conse- 
erated to efforts in which such men as John Angell James and Ralph Wardlaw 
vnce counted it an honour to share, and which find theim highest expression in the 
words uttered by our common Lord, in His final prayer for His redeemed people: — 
“ That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” Neither 
the Church nor the world has outgrown the teaching which the founders of the 
Evangelical Alliance thought needful for their age. We believe that it is as need- 
ful now as it ever was ; and, acting on that conviction, we shall, so far as we have 
the ability, pursue the same course in the futdre as we have done in the past. 


‘“*I presome that those who were present at the late Church Congress are more likely (> 
form a true estimate of its value than these who were absent. . . . 1 would venture to say that. 
never at any previous (~ngress were the interests of Evangelical and Protestant truth so largely, 
ably, and so accepts!).; maintained. There was a greater proportion of men who hold those 


_ views both among the readers and speakers and among both the clergy and laity, as evidenced in 
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Bishops Perry and Barker, Canons Ryle, Garbett, Hoare, the Revs. Sir K. Bagley, Gee, Cadmea, 
Richardson, Aithes, Legd Midleton, Mesers, Raikes, Stock, Lovell, Harwood, Harrington, 


Decessary. It ia, indeod, the course of the violent, Ritualistic party; but I caanct con- 


clergyman, ‘as at the late Congress.’"—The Rev. J. S. Broad, Vicar of Pentacy. 

*‘Croydon has sbundantly shown that those who speak their minds, however plainly, so it 
be with singleness of aim, and free from all desire of strife, certainly gain a hearing, and 
for the rest they must trust the force of truth.”—7he Christian . 


the ablest and most powerfal of all his Congress addresses. .. . When he suggested that the 
Ritualiste were ‘ not primitive bat Roman,’ loud cries of ‘No, no,’ were heard 


doctrines of the 

from many of the extreme partisans... . Lord Midleton, in pointed words, upheld the 
simple duty of Eaglish Charchmen to be what the Anglo-Saron race ever were, ‘a law-abid- 
ing peop’s.’ His mention that some clergy were ‘a law unto themselves’ was well received. 
. . » Bishop Perry nobly answered two or three of Canon Ferrar’s allusions to the thlerance 


2 


yet believers, and subscribe 
i What will the effect 


4 


Archbishop, Dean Howson, Canon Farrar, and numerous body of decided anti-Ritealists.” 
—The Res. J. Harding, Vicar of Martin, Wits. 
‘Some of cur good brethren ssem te think that every statement which is made with which 
as , OF Becessary for truth. Many opportanities 
eccur for controverting objectionable statements, aad this wae done to a great extent at Croydon. 
It is my firm conviction that Protestant and Evangelical truth was firmly and succesfully as- 
eerted,—‘ never so largely, ably, and so acceptably maintained,’ to use the words of a brother 
“ Never was there at any Congress meeting so many ‘hard hits’ faithfally given, or so 
| many faithfully and witha! quietly received. 
of St. Paul im many things, by quotiug his ‘let him be seoursed ' and ‘I withstood him to the 
face.’ ''—Church Congress Correapondent of the Record. 
Intelligence. 
FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspondent. } to be done with Freethinkers, if they rise 
Paris, November 20, 1877. up in disgust at their past apathy, leave the 
proved that the people desire to remain ing 
under a Republican form of government, uili- 
and the quiet demeanour of the nation seems eee j ust 
wide 
their 
and 
a who 
| 
bring confusion, and not deliverance. It/| power of Christ, it might be the making of 
seems as if the Constitution were to be tried | France. Wherever the love of Christ radiates, 
to the utmost, however, without snapping. | it attracts and blesses. This is seen in many 
Perhaps a solution will have been found before | localities. But if it loses its power, and dries - 
this letter is printed. Clerical insolence is/ up to a mere mechanically expressed creed, 
' somewhst abated, by the result of the elec-| the influx of the freethinking element would 
tions, but ia not forgotten. simply bridge over the chasm and lead to . 
AN INTERESTING QUESTION, — infidelity, It is said that ; 
which arose some time ago, continues to be ‘\ THE FRENCH FREEMASONS ; 
whet:ia! hove When led by Protivtant poster to 
| 
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aboliah the second paragraph in their consti- 
tution, which declares as being among its 
principles the existence of God and the im- 
mortality of the soul, and to replace them by 
“ ghsolutedl‘Serty of conscience and human 
solidarity”! The Irish and Swiss lodges 
have protested against the alteration. On 
the other hand, it is interesting to know that 
the late French astronomer, M. Leverrier, 
found that the study of the heavens and of 
science confirmed him in the living faith 


With all the turmoil of politics and con- 
flicting prejudices and new ideas, with al! 
their sufferings and hopes delayed, neverthe- 
less it is a fact that the French people are 
opening their minds to the reception of the 
Gospel, Wherever it is presented, free of 
ecclesiastical and other vexed questions, the 
people show their thirst for it. It commends 
itself to their longing, helpless souls, which 
‘have been deceived so long by Rome and 
other worldly systems. Although, for pru- 
dential reasons, we cannot give names, we 

mention a where three-fourths of 


students to Montauban has been rescinded. 
Another decree grants eight scholarships of 
800 francs each, besides half scholarships. 
About twenty students are expected. Several, 
however, have given notice of their intention 
to withdraw from the College, on account of 
the appointment of Rationalistic professors 
and other officials, and prefer Montauban. 


THE NATIONAL EVANGELICAL CONFERENCE. 
is now sitting at Montauban. The subjects 
are “ Justification by Faith according to the 
Scriptures,” “Religious Liberty in a Legal 
Point of View,” and “ The Reformed Churches 


A BRIGHT THOUGHT FOR OUR. CHILDREN. 
To spread the Gospel among the poorer 
children of France, Belgium, and Switzerland 
freely and without appeal for funds,~ by 
simply benefiting our own children, seems a 
strange proposal, but in reality it is simple 
and easy. The Rayon de Soleil (“‘Sunbeam”), 
already well known, and on the eve of com- 
mencing its fifth year of publication in Paris, 
is_ thoroughly popular with all its young 
readers—in salons of Paris,* in the winter 
stable-homes of the High Alps, in fisher- 
men’s huts, in the Swiss mountain farms and 
city schools, and, strange to say, in the Paris 
prisons, where the young delinquents are 
allowed to while away tedious hours in copy- 
ing the pictures, learning the prose and verse, 
and even in singing in undertone the hymns 
with the music, Although continental sub- 
scribers and purchasers are humerous, there 
are, on the other hand, continued applications 


for free grants to poor parishes and schools; | 


* No objectionable word or quotation is admitted in the Rayon de Soleil. Its French is colloquial, and 


may be used by 
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and their Colleges in the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. 
THE FREE CHURCH SYNOD 
has been held in Lyona Sixty-eight mem- 
bers, delegated from various of France, 
were present. Scotland and Switzerland had 
several representatives. Edmond de Pres- 
sensé preached two sermons, which cheered 
and warmed all hearts. There was great < 
' solemnity and deep feeling and unity mani- 
ae fested. The secession of three prominent 
i which he had as a Christian. 
GOsPEI FRANCE earnest tone to proceedings, 
| most complete harmony prevailed. 
THE RATIONALIQSIC CONFERENCES 
| of the Department of the Gard have taken 
t place in Nismes; some forty pastors and lay- 
2 men being present. The subjects discussed 
: were “ Ecclesiastical Life” and “Lay Re- ' 
j ligion.” It was resolved that a letter, which 
was adopted, should be forwarded to the 
new. Theological Faculty of Paris; also a 
| circular to pastors, pressing them to support a 
a new review by M. Renouvier. 
NEW CHURCHES— GENERAL GRANT. 
. 3 Two new Protestant churches have been 
| 2 opened—one at Maubeuge, in the North, and 
Ez. the other at Treport. 
te The fact of ex-President Grant having de- 
Bi clined to go to the races at Auteuil, when in- 
int Among them are at least eighty men. In| yited by Marshal MacMahon, because it was 
; another place, where the priest was rejoicing | Sunday, chas gone .the round of all the 
, that, by the death of a faithful Protestant | papers. | 
t Christian the people would be left a prey to — 
Lia fanaticism, they have been, on the contrary, 
7 aroused, and many are studying, prayerfully, 
é the Word of God, while others have found 
| * peace to their souls, 
a THE PROTESTANT THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
in Paris was opened on November 8, by 
prayer and an address by Pastor Lichten- 
b berger, in the presence of nearly 300 
a. persons. The decree ordering the Strasburg 
Bry 


own little ones, would appreciate the value of 


ths 06 toms on the 
many a dark 


Every English family might thus 

have the pleasant consciousness of doing a 

m | wok vie, by intrfecng the Rayo 
g its introduction into a continental 

The Rayon ‘de Soleil may be ordered of 

Mr. 8. Partridge, 9, Paternoster Row, London, 


de Soleil into an English home, it would be 
B.C., price two shillings for the twelve num- 


should | region where the precious Bible is unknown, 
or, from ignorance, rejected. 


Sun of Righ 


fand of facts and entertaining knowledge Pastor Armend-Delille ; Editor, Miss 8S. P 
refreshing to teacher and learners ; and while | Blundell. 

perceiving the advantage thus derived by her 


SWITZERLAND. 


religions are alike ; politics, which would The belief in one God has two great practi- 


see doc 
| 
&. 
| 


> 


on the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
took, a8 starting points, principally two 
fundamental ideas—the harmony of the uni- 
verse, and the simplicity of its laws (simpler 
wert sigillum). Both these ideas are derived 
from the belief in one God, a Creator of all 


the reasons why cur civiligation may 
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things, and full of wisdom. The fact is, that 
up to this day not one of the great secrets of 
nature bas been revealed to any one who was 


of our great industry ; and this fact is one 


justly called Christian. Heathen nations have 
no industry, properly speaking ; no industry 


ITALY. 
OPENINGS FOR THE GOSPEL. ¢ 


As an indication of the preparedness of 
the people in the towns and villages of Italy, 
both in the North and in the South, to re 
ceive the Gospel, the following notices of 
itinerating work will be foand most encourag- 


From the North of Italy we learn that 
Signor Turino, the Waldensian pastor in 


which openg and shuta, the interior baving 
a lower and upper compartment ; the lower 
filled with books, the upper containing the 


bed of the colporteur. The back, when 


opened, falls down, and forms a table from 
which the books are sold, an awning pro- 


of controversy are forced upon him, he is 
to lecture on them in some suitable 
meeting place in the evening. Many inci- 
dents of a most encouraging nature have oc- 
curred in these journeys, and the plan has 
met with very marked blessing. 
From the South of Italy we are informed 


that,Signor Pons, the Waldensian pastor ix 


Naples, has been travelling for a month in 
the Neapolitan provinces with a colporteur, 
preaching the Gospel and selling Bibles and 
tracts. Among other places, he visited the 


town of Benevento. In the inn where ‘ 


put up, two meetings were held, where 
twenty-five people were present on the first 
occasion, and on the second the room was 


crowded, while the adjoining apartment was 
filled by the innkeeper, his family, and ~ 


boarders. Among those present was a judge, 
who had been opposed to the evangelists, but 
whose son had received the Gospel last year. 
He came to seek for his son in the meeting, 


tecting them from the sum or rain; while! but not finding him (as he was concealed), 


from the box-seat in front, the evangelist ad- 
dresses the people who assemble, On arriv- 
ing at a town, he first goes to the Mayor and 
obtains permission to occupy a spot in the 
principal square, for which a small sum is 
charged, and this gives the right of occupa- 
tion during his-stay. The curiosity of the 
people is quickly attracted, and they are ad- 
dressed on the value of the Bible, or other 
kindred subjects. The evangelist meets the 
opposition of the priests by showing that the 
Gospel is neither Protestant nor Greek, nor 


Roman, but for all people; and when points 


the judge sat down to listen, and at the 
close came up to shake hands with Signor 
Pons. Numerous visits from students, sol- 
diers, and others, to ask questions, followed, 
and continued till near midnight, when, 
after seven hours of consecutive speaking, the 
evangelist was perfectly exhausted, and his 
hearers, observing this, retired, after exacting 


from him the promise of an early return. ~ 


In’a neighbouring village a similar interest 
was awakened, so that Signor Pons returned | 
home’ y cheered and encouraged by the © 
remarkable openings he had met with. 


f 
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cal results: first, on the question of peace and 
ih war. The gods of Greece and Rome gave 
a to war s divine sanction. Christ is the Prince 
H of Peace, and He says: “Ye have bat one | not believer in one God. In proof of 
a. Father who is in Heaven, and all ye are | assertion, the profesor named Copernicus, 
' brethren.” For Christians, war is an abnor- | Newton, Kepler, Galileo, Faraday, and others. 
: 3 mal state, which is more and more to be de- | This modern science, whose first foundations 
a precated, and, where a dreadfal necessity, then | rest on monotheistic i is the mother 
_ to be to the utmost restricted. 
| | fally on modern science and industry. As 
; i long as every phenomenon of nature had its 
au particular deity, true science became impos- on science. 
; sible. Modern science, as it was dawning| M. Naville’s lectures, although men only 
| are admitted, have been attended by from 
A 1,200 to 1,500 most attentive hearers. It 
| is to be hoped that they will counteract, toa 
a great extent, the strong current of unbelief 
4% — has been running here very high of 
late years. 
} 
— } 
. lady with the means of purchasing a Bible 
carriage and horse, has been travelling 
' through many of the towns and villages, ac- 
companied by a colporteur, for the purpose of 
al preaching the Gospel, and selliag at the came | is 
time Bibles and religious books, He de- | 
;, scribes the carriage as a waggon with a top | | 
| 
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Decemoer 1, 
PORTUGAL. | 
MISSION WORK IN LISBOY. , caleulated to toucli the of Portu- 
The lest Occasional Paper of the Spanish  guese and The Methodist charches 


contains valuable testimony as to the reality 
of the work of the missionary, the Rev. J. N. 
Chaves. The San Marcal station at Lisbon, 


prayer.” Mr, Cassells was asked 
him on the following Sunday 
100m 


only been opened a few months, I was very 
pleased to see most of the on kneel 
down as they came in, join so well in the 
responses and hymns, and so very quiet and 


-attentive. After my sermon and concluding 


prayer, many of the congregation stopped to 
shake hands, and to assure me of their 
sympathy; and as almost all were strangers 
to me, I could not help feeling that we were 
brethren in Christ. I am more than ever 
convinced that a liturgical service, if not too 
long, and not excluding free prayer, also the 
decent and impressive order of worship, and 
of the administration of the Sacraments as 


practised by the Episcopal Church, is ‘most 


o 


Saviour, When Mr. Tagwell was 


‘Lisbon, Senhor Chaves said to him, as they 


returmed for the morning service at San Mar- 
cal: “ My dear friend, I cannot express to you 
the intense joy I feel in iming the 


have the joy of seeing many of my country- 
men saved by Christ.” 
THE SCHOOLS 

in connection with Senhor Chaves’ church 
as well as those of San Paulo and Rio de 
Moura, are in a very hopeful state. In both 
Portugal and Spain the Christian education 
of the young is of the importance. 
It is, in fact, the great hope of the Reforma- 
tion movement in those two strongholds of 
Popery. The priests of the Church of Rome 
are well aware of this, and hence their un- 
tiring and fanatical opposition to our Pro- 
testant schoo's. 

[We regret to learn that the Spanish and 
Port _vese Church Missions are now in a 
state of financial difficulty. For several 
months past the receipts have been very 
much below the regular expenditure, and 
their conductors have been obliged to borrow 
from friends, to enable them to pay the 
agents’ salaries, rent of mission premises, etc. 
The offices of the Missions are at 8, Adam 
Street, Ad&jphi.] 4 


\ 


the reports from the three mission stations in same order and form in the administration of 
Portugal continue to.be of a very hopeful and | the bat also to some extent the 
encouraging character. The schools are pro- | chapel (Methodist) was 
mising, and the cengregations afford evidence | a fortnight ago. It will 
“Ot teat-aad spiritual progress, A letter from | persons, and was full at the 
James Cassells, Esq., an Oporto merchant and opening services. On Kaster Sunday there :" 
a Wesleyan, who devotes all his spare time | were Hl communicants.” 
‘ to mission work ‘in Oporto, in connection with | THE REV. J. ¥. CHAVES 
the flourishing Wesleyan mission in that city, 
| in 
of which Senhor Chaves is the missionary, is deep piety. He longs intensely to be 
the most recently established of the Chureh | means of leading precious souls to the 
missions in Portugal. Mr. Cassell’s writes to | i last in 
the Rev. L. &.. Tugwell, giving bis indo- 
pendent testimony to the value of the work 
‘‘ Having had occasion to visit Lisbon,” he | 
writes, “I took the opportanity of calling | Saviours great love to poor sinners. I| want 
upon our mutual friend, the Rev. Godfrey | every member of my congregation to ex- 
Pope, the British Chaplain there, who re-/| perience the blessedness of being saved by 
ceived me-with his usual kindness, and took | the Lord Jesus Christ. Alas, that so many 
, me to see Senhor Chaves I bad made the | years of my life should have been spent in 
acquaintance of Senhor Chaves before, but I | preashing the soul-destroying errors of the 
was now especially struck with his earnest | Church of Rome! Pray -that what little of 
Christian conversation, and I think it im- | life remains to me may be faithfully spent in 
possible to be in his society without feeling the service of the Master, and that | may 
that he is a man of God, feeding ‘on Christ | 
_ by faith and | 
to preach fo | 
evening, whi 
seats 150 persons, and is plainly but nicely | 
fitted up asachurch. ‘“ Senhor Chaves read 
prayers slowly and feverently; the church 
) was quite full, and a good many were obliged 
to stand. Considering that this room has 


« 


. 


~ 
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GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. 
—, Prussia, Nov. 15, 1877. 


of its language. The society demands, “ That 
the different tendencies within the Evangelical 
Church should learn to recognize and respect 
each other. The Church requires the gifts of 
each of them to satisfy all the spiritual 
wants of our nation. The ministers must 
have the right to teach the accord- 


The society then explains its position in 
relation to the creeds, by the following 
words: “ With the whole of Christendom 
we believe in God, the Almighty Creator of 
the world, our Father; we confess Jesus 
Christ as our Master and Saviour; we trust 


maintain the common baptism in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; but the 
facts related in the Apostles’ Creed, as to 
the life of Christ, belong, we consider, to 


_ history, and form no part of the faith 


which saves; and therefore we allow free 
historical criticism of the same.” 

At the same time one of the leading men 
of the Protestanten-Verein, 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT SCHWARZ, - 
of Gotha, in a publication, violently attacks | 
the Berlin Court chaplains for abusing their 
influence with the Emperor ; for embittering 
the religious conflict, etc. It is said that 
some of the prominent men of the Middle 
party join in the same accusations. Pro- 


fessor Beyschlag, of Halle, and the Dewtsch 


Evangelische Blitter, also pretend that the 
well-known events in the Synods of Berlin 
were exaggerated, in order to create religious 
excitement, 

The four ministers of the Cathedral at 
Berlin, who are all active members of the 
Evangelical party, have,\in a dignified tone, 


partially protested against those accusations, 


or 
met on the 31st of October, the anniversary 
of the Reformation. 
church constitution, the four District 
of Berlin are to meet once a-year, as one 


bedy, to discuss questions common to 
them all. The right to levy cliurch taxes 


men’s minds excited. “Mr. Hossbach, and 
the Liberal members of the congregation, 
have protested against the decision of the 
Consistory, and the Supreme Consistory will 
now have to decide the question once more. 
But, as General Superintendent Dr. Briickner 
mentioned in his opening address, the con- 
vocation was according to law, and it would 
not be justifiable to it. He re- 
quested all whom he addressed to cherish a 
spirit of moderation, and to avoid all re- 
ligious strife, in order that their whole atten- 
tion might be devoted to practical church 
work. The results of the first session do not 
seem to afford much hope that the different 
parties will be brought into peaceful co-ope- 
ration. The majority of the Synod was 
“ Liberal,” thirty-four members belong to 
the joint Lutherans and Evangelicals, and 
about an equal number to the Middle party. 
The rest of the 200 are Liberal.—_The first pro- 
ceeding—that of choosing a vice-president, 
was used as a demorstration. Mr. Hossbach 
was elected. All the committees were ex- 
clusively composed of Liberals. One mem- 
ber expressed a wish that the minority shculd 
also be represented in the committees; but 
the reply was: “ We must first see whethér 
the Orthodox leave us some seats in the 
General Synod.” Whereupon Mr. Heffter, 
in the name of the believing members, said 
that they required no such act of courtesy. 
As far as we can judge at present, the 
General Synod will have a majority of men 
standing in the faith of the Church ; but the 
absolute rnle of the Liberal “party in the 
Church representation of Berlin, will always 
render many desirable reforms in our capital 


| (December 1, 187 
These men truly receive the warmest sym- 
| pathy frown all Christian hearts forthe manly 
PROTESTANTEN-VEREIN CONFERENCE. way in which, notwithstanding their high 
t The religious conflicts in our Established | position, they have everywhere stood up for 
| Church still continue in their old strength. | the cause Fo religion. Even an American 
: | The Protestanten-Verein, as I mentioned in | Synod has sent them an address of sym- 
| 
. 3 tainly, in many respects, is moderate in tone, 
: but is very remarkable from the ambiguity 
in in is y reserv is City 
; Ve Synod. It was perhaps rather hazardoys to 
; ap convene this assembly at the present moment, 
; if when the case of Mr. Hossbach still keeps 
| i ance with the results of science. Sufficient 
BT limitation is to be found in the conscientious 
. aR attention paid to the edification of the con- 
gregation.” 
| 
| 
| 
ih in the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us; we also | 
| 
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impossible ; and it will, therefore, be a danger 
to the religious life of the nation. One of 
the members openly said, that the majority 
would never five its assent to church taxes 


ligious state of Denmark, and yet the latest 
events there certainly merit some attention. 
That a great change for the better has taken 
place is not to be denied. The 
the Gospel is much more lively and fervent 
than formerly, and divine service, as well iu 
the metropolis as in other places, numerously 
attended. The Grundtrigian tendency [ Fran. 
Chris.,.1877, p. 312] has contributed much, 
by its gifted and vivacious to that 
result. Nevertheless, it is a just reproach 
- that their doctrines put too little stress upon 


the sinfulmess of mankind and overlook | j 


the seriousness of the law. By confounding 
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preaching of | i 


t 


> > 


success @ much sounder activity, establishing 
institutions of Christian charity, 
fallen women, for neglected chi 


5 
> 
2. 
= 


Institution at 


has been made at“Aarhuus, in Jutland, by the © 
foundation of a charitable institution, called 
the St. Stephen’s Union, whose aim is to re- 
lieve distress and to assist the necessitous. 
to the heathen are in this country but feebly 
supported. We have one or two stations in 
the southern part of the East Indies (Trica- 
lore and Pattamboukam). In Greenland 
we have eight or ten missionaries or pastors ; 
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where, last term, not one single student of 
theology offered himeclf as candidate for 
examination, The secularization of the 
schools bas also a very bad influence in 

until the right of “ Liberal theologians to the | Baden. The sixth 
use of our pulpita, was secured. The majority CONGRESS OF GERMAN OLD CATHOLICS 
also tried to obtain for the Synod: the right was held at Mayence, from the 28th to the 
of fixing the subjects of discussion. Dr. | rg In the town itself, 
Briickner practically gave way in the one the seats of Ultramontanism, 
case, by coming to an agreement on the order | IN was shown for the Congress. 
of the day for the next meeting. Finally, | delegates were present. Nothing 
the majority expressed « wish that all mem- ble occurred. The movement 
bers of the Synod should enjoy, like our) to progress much in Germany. 
members of Parliament, the right of being | , however, was shown, and this 
irresponsible for their speeches. _ deserves commendation, to free the move- 
If religious Liberalism should ever succeed | ment from those associates who only join it 
in obtaining the rule in our Church, we | in order to offer some kind of opposition to 
should have a similar state of things to that | the clergy. . 
which exists in the Grand. Duchy of Baden, | ‘ 
af 
DENMARK. 
[Prom # Correspondent. | Church, and are translated into many 
Copenhagen, Oct. 30, 1877. languages, including English. 
THE GRUNDTVIGIANS. THE HOME MISSION 
It is long since Evangelical Christendom has | made, some years ago, a kind of sensation by 
had any communication respecting the re-| its meetings, and the awakening sermons it 
caused to be preached everywhere in the 
country; and in some places souls were 
’ brought to a consciousness of their sins. But 
t happened here as elsewhere; the mere 
revival, not being followed by some steady 
Christian influence, evaporated by-and-by, 
and vanished, for the most part, without 
leaving any apparent trace. During later 
years the Home Mission has exerted with 
avenile offenders of both sex 
es | ever keeping in view that th 
| nationality and Christianity, it has also un- 
settled the religious notions of a great num- 
ber of people. The consequences of this have | c we are, in a great measu 
principally shown themselves in the political | to the Rev. Mr. Stein, a young 
disturbances which during later years have | Director of the Deaconesses’ EE 
troubled our country, as a large section of the | Copenhagen. An attempt to extend this. 
Grundtvigians have supported the policy of | beneficial influence overthe whole coun 
the so-called “ Left,” or Radicals, in opposition 
to the Government. But Grundtvigianism 
has been, notwithstanding, as a leaven in the 
Danish Church for the promotion of the > 
kingdom of God. Outside this party are, of 
course, not a few gifted and learned men and 
fervent preachers. The first of these is the 
Bishop of Seeland (Martensen), whose dog- 
« ~ matical and ethical works are highly ap ; 
preciated throughout the whole Protestant : 
| 


- 4.” — 


| ter, seed time and 


celebrates 


the 


'| people 


AMERICA. 


THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION. . 


By the President of the United States 


of America. 


The completed circle of summer and win- 


4 
| ee harvest, has brought us to 
; ee season at which a religious 
78 mercy of Almighty 


r 
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FEF 
EFes 


| 


therefore, I, Rutherford B. 
i of the United States, do 
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band and caused the seal of the United States 
to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 

twenty-ninth day of October, in the 

[u.s.] year of Our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and seventy-seven, and of 

the I of the United 

States the one hundred and second. 


_R. B. Hayes. 

By the President, 

Wuasam M. Evans, 
Secretary of Stste. 

[Governor Robinson, of the State of New 
York, hes also thenkepiving procie- 
mation, of the same tenor generally as that 
given above. We observe one sentence, 
however, which distinguishes it from every 
other document of the kind which has come 
under our notice, and which would seem to 
mark the religious of the Christian 
as well as the wisdom of the statesman : 
“ Our gratitude is due to the Supreme Ruler 
of men and of for every moment of 
life, for all the joys attend it, and even 
for the wholesome discipline that springs 
from its sorrows.”] 
CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL OHURCH. 
-The- General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States met on October 
9, in Trinity Church, Boston, and sat three 
weeks. The entire episcopate of the Church, 
with very few exceptions, were present. The 


| Rev. Cranford Tuit, son and chaplain of the 


Archbishop of Canterbury, took part in the 


duly acknowledged. | 

“The Convention had hardly organized,” 
writes an American clergyman, “ when the 
Hon. William Welsh, of Philadelphia, intro- 
duced resolutions to the effect that the orga- 
nization of Christian work should be one of 
the orders for discussion and action ; at an 
early day, and when these resolutions were 


presented in the House of Deputies, the irre- _ 


pressible spirit of the laity broke out in the 
speech of General J. H. Devereux, of Cleve- 
land—a speech which fairly thrilled the Con- 
vention by it wonderful strength and ear- 


nestness ; and action in the direction of reso- 


lutions for greater religious and social freedom 
in methods of Christian work was no longer 
delayed. This led the way to the sanctioning 
of lay-preaching under the guidance of 
bishops and clergy, and also to the debates for 


} 


‘December 

benignant seasons, this has indeed been a | 
memorable year. Over the wide territory of / 

| 

opening services, and on a subsequent day | 

was formally introduced to the Houses of 

Bishops and Deputies, and presented the | 

greetings of the Archbishop. These were | 

| 
Thursday, the 29th day of November next, | 
as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer, | 
and I earnestly recommend that, withdrawing 
themselves from secular cares and labours, | 
the people of the United States do meet to- 
gether on that day in their respective places 
of worship, there to give thanks and praise | 
to Almighty God for His mercies, and to | 
devoutly beseech their continuance. | 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my | shortened services. The shortened services * 
| 


= 


~ 


- 


~ —- 


| 
f 
7 


—) 


- 


376 


did not finally receive the sanction of the 
Convention, on account of the non-concurrence 
of orders in the Lower House ; but this non- 
concurrence was only as to the mode of 
ing them. Everybody was satisfied that 


BEY 


aT 


his foot down and declared that his great 
engine should not make a revolution upon 
the Sabbath during the Centennial Exhibi- 
| tion, would give 2,000 dollars in addition to 
the 1,000 dollars he had already given. The 
tide of enthusiasm rolled on until about 
3,000 dollars more than the debt had been 
pledged. 


members have no leanings Romeward what- 
soever.” 

THE AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. —_ 

The sixty-eighth annual meeting of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions, was held on October 2 and 
3 at Providence, Rhode Island. A corre- 
spondent &f the Christian Intelligencer de- 
scribes the meeting as having been “one of 
the great headlands in its wonderful history.” 
President Mark Hopkins occupied the chair. 
The total receipts of the year were stated to 
have been 441,391 dollars, the expenditure 
458,527 dollars; leaving a deficit of nearly 
17,000 dollars, which, being added to the debt 


“existing at the beginning of the year, made 


the total debt 47,985 dollars. In spite of war 
and famine, unusual success had been enjoyed, 
and the additions to the churches exceeded 
those of any previous year. Ths fiilowing 
statistics were presented: Missions, 17; 
stations, 81; out-stations, 531; labourers of 
all classes, 1,563; pages printed, about 
6,493,100; churches, 256, with about 


in the third week of October (a few days 
before the Conference of the Evangelical Al- 
liance, reported in a subsequent page), and 


forever the question of the permanence of 
such a triennial Council, and demonstrated 
the possibility of its filling a sphere of great 
usefulness, without threatening any such ill 
copsequences as have been widely feared 
The tone of the whole meeting was univer- 
sally acknowledged to be remarkably high. 


issue of the Council, found gracious answer.” 
W. BR. DALE 


has 
13,435 members; added on confession, about | the divinity students of Yale College. He 


1,882 ; training and theological schools, 16, 


‘with 551 pupils; girls’ boarding echools, 26, 


‘ 
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with 827 stadents; papils in day-echools, 
| 24,562; adults under instruction, besides 
thone already mentioned, 1,022; whole num- 
ss ber of pupils, 26,962. Important papers 
_were read, or addresses delivered, by Secre- 
lation | Thayer, 
a7 exercise such freedom as they need to make | 
| 
| 
same direction. recon- | 
es his 
the | Others followed, Mr. Dodge promising 3,000 
| | dollars, and Mrs. Dodge 500 dollars. A great 
| e | impression was produced by the announce- 
| ’| ment that Mr. Corliss, the man who had put 
of 
eeling against a ¢ on group of 
expediency and personal feeling, that only 
three or four voices in the whole Convention 
were heard in its favour. This vote meant a 
, great deal. It was an indication that the 
' Episcopal Church looks for Christian unity NATIONAL CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL. 
through the Eastern Church with less hope The third Triennial Council of pastors 
than formerly, and that even its stanchest | and delegates of the Congregational Churches 
| | of the United States met at Detroit, Michigan, 
sat four days. Governor B.. Washburn, of 
: | Massachusetts, was elected Moderator. 
|. The Boston Congregationalist remarks: 
: “The meeting was a remarkable and unal- 
| loyed success, and, it would seem, has settled 
. Scarcely a weak or an untimely thing was 
said during the entire session... . The 
religious tone of the sessions was grateful, 
and it was manifest to all that the prayers 
which had been-offered for the prosperous 
| 


~ 
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too—from the promise gives our 
blessed Lord: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, all these 
things shall be added unto you.’” 

THE LATE REV. JAMES PARSONS. 

We regret to record the decease of the 
Rev. James Parsons, of York, long known a 
one of the ablest and mest popular 
in the Congregational denomination. 
Parsons was born in 1799, and laboured as 
the pastor of the same congregation for up- 
wards of fifty years. “He seemed to live 
for no other end,” writes his intimate friend, 
Mr. Edward Baines, of Leeds, “ but to win 
souls to Christ, 
indulgence, and occupation, inter 
fere with sugeess in this sacred object. He 
was the exemplar, as well as the teacher, of 


we could. -We know of nothing better for such 
than to be directed to the united judgment of 
those who have conscientiously laboured in this 
particular field.” In referring to the completion 
of what has cost them some years of toil, the 
editors say : “‘ For the various readings reference 


;| has been made to the originals. This alone was 


a work of labour. When we commenced our 
revision, and Tregelles had not 
finished their ‘tditions (though during its pro- 
gress Tischendorf, Tregelles, and Alford have 


pursued by each in forming thé text, as here 
given. ‘‘ Each of the editors,” it is remarked, 
“‘teok up, more or less, a different line. Lach- 
mann was the first to cast wholly aside the c4m- 
monly received text, and Bishop Wordswo 

has taken it up again, believing that God over- 


all passed from the scene of their labours); and 
each part had to be collated as it appeared; and — 
}some of the other editors, as far as we know, 
had never been collated before.” 

The sober spirit, sound judgment, and careful 
method of the editors of “‘The Englishman's 
Greek New Testament,” which have aided them 
in doing so well what they have here executed, 
have also guarded them from attempting too 
much, The execution of the work is worthy of 
the reputation of the house from which it pro- 


raled its formation in His good providence. 
i 


ceeds; and we cannot doubt but that it will be 
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his people.” His 
full of blewed hope 
ae submit it all to Christ,” 
utterances. A tribute 
+ 
| 
; the Oreck Text, with an Interlinear LA in some cases al] came to one conclusion, point- 
4 Translation, ete. London; 8. Bagster sod | ing out that the common Gresk text (from which 
i Sons. | im the main our venerable Authorised Version 
if Turs work will doubtless awaken hostile criti- was translated) ought to be abandoned for the 
| cism from that class of persons who are never one they give. We consider that in such cases 
. tired of quoting the old adage, that ‘a little | our readers will be safe in taking their united 
knowledge is a dangerous thing.” The obvious | verdict. Where the editors differ, it is not for 
B reply must be given, which has been so often | us to offer any opinion. We are not forming a 
given before, that it is better than none. The | Greek text: had we done so, it would have been 
. justification of the attempt here made will, more- | simply our own individual judgment, with little 
: over, be found in the success with which it’has| or no weight; bet we have soaght to give our 
' J been executed. The Greek text is that of readers unversed in such matters the best guide 
| 4 Stephens (1550), avd in foot-notes are inserted | 
"4 the various readings (some minute variations | 
excepted, which in a work like this would be’ 
r out of place) of the editions of Elzevir (1624), | 
Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, | 
Alford, and Wordsworth. An interlinear literal 
English translation sooompanies the Greck tex: 
| 2 and in the margin are given the corresponding | 
passages as rendered in the Authorised Version. | 
| & In the text the Greek words are always placed 
7 in their ;roper order ; and wherever the inter- 
linear English version would not make sense in 
J the same order, the English words are numbered, 
. y so as to show how they must be read. The in- 
f troduction supplies a succinct account of the 
4 several editors named above, and of the method 
‘Att 


of 


- 


4 
of the Gospel ig not only 4bat our The distinctive doctrines of Komanism are 
cc2 


ter 
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bitterpess which too often characterises conutro- 


did geod service 00 thelr | 
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Toe “argement for disry,” which we here 


“May God bless the 


committee and friends of this great and noble ~ 


among whom is, we observe, Canon Garbett—if | ercises more than ever progressive. This edi- 
their influence is less powerfnl in promoting tion of Hamilton's “‘Instructions,” as it is 


latest, so it is unquestionably the best. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


SPECIAL MEETTNG. 

_ A special meeting of Council was held on - 

Thursday, October .25; John Finch, Esq., 

in the chair. After reading the Scrip- 

tures, prayer was offered by the Rev. Robert 

Johnston. Special supplication was offered 
for the deputation about to leave for Italy. 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT. 

A communication was read from Sir Harry 
Verney, Bart., accepting the office of Presi- 
dent for the year now ensuing. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were ‘unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 

The Rev. Wm, Priggen, Vienna. © 

The Rev. John Harris, Pembroke. 

George Shann, Esq., u.D., York. 

Miss A. E. Gray, York. 


Luke Thompson, Esq.; York. 4 


Miss Richardson, York. 
Mrs. R. Whitehead, York.. 
OBITUARY. 
The death of the Rev. James Parsons, for 
many. years a member of this Alliance, 
having been reported, the following resolu- 


heard with deep regret of the death 

Rev. James Parsons, of Yark, desire 

on record their deep sense of the great 
a 


a with the traching of car Lord and His Apostles 
Mr. Stephens is clear and sometimes forcitle | 
served disfigared display of we more generally known 
is followed by broad and ample 
versial writings ; bet though evidently desirous | pages, for the purpose thus indicated, which, if 
of exercising the utmost fairness and candour carried out, ought to excite thought and refleo- 
towards his opponents, he does justice neither | tion in the diarist. There are otber improve- 
to them nor to himeelf in the part which he ments in this yrar's issue. We are glad to fin’, 
assigns, in this dialogue, to bis Roman Catholic | im the preface, due mention snd full apprecia- 
interlocutor. Adolphe Monod, when he would | tion of the work of missions on the coast and in 
introduce to the reader of his “ Lacile” an | the interior of Africa. [iy 
apologist for the Romish faith, presents the best [iS 
aod ablest priest he could portray. Mr. Stephens | society!” writes the editor, referring to the 
appears to thigh shat every purpose is answered Church Missionary Society. 
ty | The Minister's Pocket Diary and Visiting Book. 
The Christian Observer. Loodon : Hatchards. | 1878. London : Hodder and Stoughton. 
As we bave glanced, month by month, over 4 S#RVicEARLE and inexpensive little rolame 
these pages, during the year now drawing to a {or daily ure by clergymen and ministers. It is ' 
close, we have become increasingly sensible of especially designed and adapted to aid in pas- 
: the value to those for whom it is designed, of ‘eral visitation. 
| this periodical The Christien Observer has Hamilton's Modern Instructions for the Piano- 
IE history linked with some of the best names Sorte. London: R. Cocks and Co. 
Wi which have adorved the Church of England; Tus is the latest revised edition of a work 
| and we are glad to be able to say, that its which bas been so long before the public, and 
present is worthy of its past. Zachary Macan- has been so extensively in use, that it would 
j scarcely have seemed to admit of the improve- 
this medium. It will not be the fault of the ever, to be appreciated by the teacher, based ax 
present conductors of the work—prominent they are upon the principle of making the ex- 
tion, moved by the Rev. Wm. Arthur, se 
conded by the Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, was 
| RAR passed: The Council having 
and much-honcured ministry, by their de- 
ceased friend, to the cause of evangelical 
. truth. In the practical exhibition of brotherly 
kindness and Christian charity, which ‘#0 
eminently distinguished Mr. Parsons both in 
t private and public life, the Council would 


_ possession of fuller knowledge of the opera- 


_ country has always been regarded having 


have avowed themselves by 


PEE 


express in general terms the view we take of 
the objects of your mission. 
“In the first place, we desire to be put in 


tions now in on the part of Evan- 
gelical Protestant Christians in Italy. 
“The intense interest with which that 


led, immediately. upon the successive con- 
cessions of religious liberty, to so, rapid a 
supply of labourera*from so many branches 
of the Christian Church, it has been difficult 
for us to make our knowledge to keep pace 
with their undertakings, We need to be 
more accurately informed, for instance, with 
respect to the number of Christian ministers 
and evangelists now preaching in the Italian 
language, distinguishing those sent from 
abroad and those who are natives of the 
country ; the cities, villages, and districts in 
which they labour; the numbers those 
who attend their ministry and of those who 

a decisive prod 
fession~and course of life to be followers of 


Christ. We should value also information 
> 


‘ 


5 


it is our fervent hope that your visit may not 


“It is not 
are so familiar with the fact, that the Evan- 
gelical Alliance is, by its fundamental prin- 
ciples, absolutely bound to refrain from all 
interference with the internal government of 
churches, and from every approach to dicta- 
tion or authority with respect to the modes of 
their operation or the fields of service which 
they may think proper to enter; and we 
cannot doubt that you will make this clearly 
understood from the beginning to the end of 
your communications. The position, how- 
ever, which the Alliance does hold is not on 
that account of small importance. 
to maintain a common understanding among 
all Christians, and, while recognizing the 
right of every individual to freedom of con- 
scientious action, to bind all to all by the 
law of love, and thus to form a unanimous 
and compact army under the command of 
Christ. 

“We have found, in our own country, 
that serious divisions have sometimes arisen, 
simply from insufficient acquaintance with one 
another's motives and objects, and that in- 
nvany cases little more has-been necessary to 
mitigate the heat of controversies and to 
produce mutual support and encouragement 
than fraternal conference, conducted on equal 


terms and admitting of frank explanation and — 


exposition of all movements of commen 
interest. 
From what we already know of thore 
j 


It seeks 


/ 
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gratefully acknowledge the power of divine | 
use- 
The 
deep 
Bible-classes 
well as what united measures are adopted 
for the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, 
b-| and other religious books and tracts. It 
would, finally, be ge A interesting to 
ted | us to know the sources of pecuniary sup- 
-| port of all these operations, marking the 
«= The letter was adopted, | amount which comes from foreign countries 
ee : Com-j|and that which is supplied by the Italian 
Alliance | Christians themselves. 
“ Besides the service which you, beloved 
«= Hon. and Rev. Edward V. Bligh, | brethren, will render to Christians in Eng- 
u.s., the Rev. William Arthur, wa. and | land by the acquisition of such knowledge, 
the Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D. 
“Reverend and ‘Beloved Brethren,—We | be without advantage to the honoured bre- 
rejoice that you have consented to go forth | thren, with their churches, to whom we send _ 
in our name to Italy, to greet all who there | you. 
hold the common faith, and follow the steps 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. . 
“We have guch-confidence.in your cha- 
racter and in your acquaintance with the 
principles and spirit of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, that we would gladly leave -your pro- 
ceedings to be determined altogether by your 
own judgment; but, at your request, we will 
i 


3g” 


“ We remain, 
“ Faithfully and affectionately yours, 
“(On behalf of the Council), 

“H. Verney, President. 

“Cnicnester, Escry, Waveney, 
Rosset, 
Ropert Loss, Brooke, Vice- 
Presidents. 


The Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, the Rev. 
Dr. Fraser, and the Rev. Wm. Arthur an- 


~ jpounced their intention to leave London on 


Monday, November 5. It was thought de- 
sirable to communicate with the Chairman 
and Secretary of the Italian Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance in Rome, also with 
the pastors and others in Italy, informing 
them of the approaching visit of the depu- 
tation, and asking that meetings may be 
arranged in the different towns. 

It was resolved, That the Council, impressed 
with the special importance of united prayer, 
on this occasion invite the members of the 


_ Evangelical Alliance to offer supplication that 
/ the divine protection and favour may be 
_ Vouchsafed to the brethren about leaving for 


evening, November |. 


Henry Allison, Esq., Hull. 

Dr. Lamb, Hull. 

Miss M. A. Hill, Hull. 

Richard Sharpe, Esq., Hull. 

F. J. Martin, Eeq., Holsworthy. 

The Rev. C. H. Thomas, Warwick. 

Mr. G. Jackson, Warwick. 

Mr. James Styles, Warwick. 

Captain Fretwell, Leamington. 

James Butlin, Esq., Leamington. : 

Charles Early, Esq., and Mrs, Early, 
Witney. 

Mr. C, W. Early, and Mrs. Early, Witney. 

Mr. J. Vanner Early, Witney. 

_ Nathaniel Howse, Esq., Witney. 

Mr. J. E. Howse, Witney. 

The Rev, Richard Allen, Witne® 

The Rev. H. O. Rattenbury, Witney. 

Arthur Lea Leigh, Esq., and Mrs, Leigh, / 
Witney. 

W. H. Tarrant, Esq., Witney. ce 

Mr. Thomas Druce, Witney. 

Mr. John Akerman, Witney. 
OBITUARY: 

The death of the Rey. Dr. McCarthy,: of 
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. . whom you will meet in Italy, we believe abun- 
eht that you will be able to convene many 
i gatherings, great and small, in which you that 
i. will together approach the throne of grace, and 
: and enjoy that outpouring of the Spirit of 
) ii Chrict which has been found of such sove- 
Tt rei wer in so many meetings of the 
meeting, as 
| | 
most numerous, and to! The usual monthly meeting was held on 
Ft) mote that spirit which tenderly respects | Thursday, November 8; Donald Matheson, 
1 Esq., in the chair. After reading the Scrip- 
NEW MEMBERS. 
. The following pérsons were unanimously 
brethren, is thus, in our view, of high im- | admitted to membership :— 
1 portance. And it is our prayer, and our J. G. Carlill, Eeq., Hull. ~ 
| belief, that the issue of your journey will Thomas Priestman, Esq., Hull. 
be to unite Christians in Eng'and and in| EF. J. Cook, Esq, Hull 
a Italy in firmer mutual confidence, and in| W. Harland, Esq. Hull. 
more earnest and effectual efforts for the ex- Mr. J. Colley, Hull. 
i tension of the knowledge of their common | W. Lambert, Esq., Hall. 
Lord. Mr. T. Johneon, Hull. 
4 “Wishing you all needful mercies in your | Mr. J. W. Adams, Hull. 
4 journeying out and home, and that your; J. E. Wade, Eeq., Hull. 
‘ return among us may be in the fulness of | Henry Cook, Esq., Hull. 
tf the blessing of the Gospel of Christ, _ W. A, Anderson, Eaq., Hull. 
| J. Wright, Hull, 
f W. Irving, Esq., Hull 
: Mr. Joseph Good, Hull. 
J. P. Gray, Eeq., Hull. 
| 
“Joun Treasurer. | 
“J. S. Burackwoop, D.D., LL.D., EDWARD | 
| Sreane, Hon. Secretaries. | 
| 


4 


br 


family of their cordial sympathy with them 
in their affliction. 
MISSION TO ITALY. 

The Secretary reported that a large meeting 
had been held on Thursday, November 1, 
in the Marylebone Presbyterian Church, 
presided over by the Rev. Dr. Fraser, who 
was su by the Hon. and Rev. E. V. 
Bligh, and the Rev. W. Arthur.- Prayers 
were severally offered by the Rev. J. 8. 
Russel], the Rev. Dr. Spencer, and Mr. 
Robertson, for the divine blessing to accom- 
pany and follow the mission to Italy. Mr. 
Donald Matheson gave an account of the 
origin of the undertaking, and explained the 
reasons which induced the Council of the 
Alliance to send the deputation. 

The Secretary also reported that copies of 
the letter of instructions to the delegates, 
approved at the last meeting, and since 
signed by the President, Vice-Presidents, and 
officers, on bebalf of this Council, had been 
sent to the pastors and others engaged in 
work for the evangelization of Italy, with 
notice of the approaching visit of the depu- 
tation. 3 

Requests . for special prayer had been 
' widely circulated among the members of the 
Alliance, and had appeared in the principal 
religious newspapers. - 

For. meeting the expenses necessary 


MISSIONARY STATIONS. 

The following plan for circulating Zran- 
gelical Christendom among foreign missionary 
stations was recommended by the Finance 
Committee 

“ Looking to the increasing importance 
of the magazine as a channel of com- 
munication between members of different 
Evangelical Churches in British and foreign 
lands, as supplying periodically intelligence 
of great interest. to the missionary field, and 
as emineritly calculated to foster and en- 
courage fraternal sympathy and friendly co- 
operation among Christians, and a prayerful 
interest in each other's work, it is thought 
highly desirable to increase the circulation of 
Evangelical Christendom in foreign countries. 
The request has frequently been made, by | 
our honoured brethren labouring in vatious 
portions of the mission field, for Evangelical — 
Christendom to be forwarded to them for their 
own infonmation and for the benefit of their 
respective congregations, Through the gene- 
rosity of a few wealthy members of this Al- 
liance, this want was formerly met, and for 
some years the agents of several missionary | 
societies were gratuitously supplied monthly 
with the magazine. Removal by death has 
deprived the society of these benefactors, and 
in consequence the missionaries have ceased 
to receive the periodical they so much prized. 
The desire is still expressed, and warmly sup- 
ported both by the directors and official 
representatives of different societies interested 
in Christian missions abroad. 

“ It is believed that if the missionary stations 
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Dublin, for many years a member of the | carry out the important mission, a special 
Evangelical Alliance, and, since the forma-| fund has been opened, towards whith con- 
tion of the Irish Branch, one of its Honorary | tributions are being received. 

having been reported, the fol- “EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM.” 
lution was unanimously passed:| The Finance Committee reported that they 
record with unfeigned regret | had had under their consideration a new 
sustained by themselves, in common | arrangement in regard to the monthly maya- 
Irish Branch of this Alliance, in | zine, Avangelical Christendom, necessitated 
of the Rev. C. F. McCarthy, p.p.,| by the notice of the Publishers that they 
GE swho for so many years was a/ would be unable to continue the supply to 
, warm friend and supporter of this Alliance, | this Alliance after the present year at the 
ee | former rate of charge. 
catholicity of spirit, to its I in- Their recommendations having been care- 
crease. The Council would [RR | fully considered, were adopted, and the Secre- 
executive of this Alliance in tary was instructed to inform subscribers of 
assure the family of the d 10s, of the increased cost which will in 
deep sym future be necessitated by the continuance of 
them in the supply as hitherto, and respectfully to 
The § solicit them kindly to consent to an increase 
the Rev. of their subscriptions, or to such arrangements 
member o as will secure for them the regular supply of 
and the following resolution was passed :| that important organ of the Alliance. 
The Council record their affectionate re-| SCHEME FOR SUPPLYING THE MAGAZINE TO 
epect for the memory of their . deceased 
friend, who, through a long life, carried out 
the principles and illustrated the spirit of 
this Alliance. They assure the bereaved 
| 


4 


and it is proposed to ask special contributions 
at the following rate: Ten subecribers an- 
nually of £10 each would provide for 400 
copies; twenty-five of £5, 500 copies; 
twenty-five of £3, 300 copies.” 


This scheme was approved and adopted by | i 


the Council. 
PARIS EXHIBITION, 1878. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of 
the Monthly Tract Society, offering to this 
Alliance a portion of the ground selected by 
that society, opposite the Grand Entrance, 
through the Trocadero Palace, to the Inter- 
national Exhibition of 1878 in Paris; and 
the ground plan of the site was submitted. 
The Secretary was instructed to thank the 
Secretary of the Monthly Tract Society for 
his communication, on which, however, this 
Council felt unable at present to arrive at 
any decision. 

The Secretary was also instructed to take 
an early opportunity of visiting Paris to con- 
fer with members of the French Branch of 
the Alliance and others, and to obtain such 
information as will ble the Council to 
decide as to any sol whet action may be 


’ psefully taken by them during the Great 


Exhibition next year. 
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 

The following resolution, pas-ed at a meet- 
ing of the Committee of the Christian Evi- 
dence Society, held on October 9—the Right 
Rev. Bishop Claughton in the chair—had 
been forwarded by the Secretary of that so- 
ciety: That the best thanks of the Com- 
mittee be presented to the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance for kindly promoting a 
meeting on behalf of this society in connec- 
tion with the recent Conference of the Alli- 
ance at Oxford. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The Secretary reported a decision of the 

recent meeting of delegates from the E 


Committees, that, with the consent of the 


The Secretary also read a comm 


from different purts of the Rhine provinces. 
Ministers and others of the Established, 
Free, and Independent Churches were present. 
The Evangelical Society, which works in 


connection with the Orthodox ministers of 


the Church, was represented by their Presi- 
dent and others. The object was to bring 
Christians of different denominations to a 
better understanding and to a closer com- 
munion, on the basis of their onenegs in 
Chriet the Lord. There is a/growing desire © 
for this in Germany ; and previous. meetings 
in several places had prepared the way for 
the meeting in Cologne. Professor Christ- 
lieb, Pastor Rinck, and others, in spite of 
the obstacles that presented themselves, en- — 
tered heartily into the movement. Cologae 
was selected for the great meeting, because of 
the facilities of approach; and the largest 
hopes have been more ~pealized. No 
jarring note was heard in any of the assem- 
blies ; the presence of God was felt ; and it was 
observed that a free and hearty expression 
among Christians of different denominations 
was possible from beginning to end> On the 
evening of the first day a prayer-meeting 
was held, and an address of welcome given 
to all present. The subsequent meetings 
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could be rupplied each with copy of Bnen- | Swise and other Branches, the next Congres 
gelical Christendom, it would greatly strengthen | of the European Federation should be 
. the efforts of this Alliance in promoting | at the close of the proposed General Con- 
Christian union— would also increase the | ference of ime Alliance to be held in Basle in 
Christian fellowship and intercourse so de- | the autumn of 1879; but it was also decided tit 
sirable to promote among brethren engaged | that complete independence should be pre- 
in a common work; and that it would be | served. It was also decided, with the con- 
gratefully appreciated’ by the Protestant | sent of the Committee in Basle, that at the 
churches throughout the world. termination of the Conference of the Alliance 
“It is therefore proposed to raise a special | in that city, there should be an adjournment 
fund to meet the annual cost of circulating | on Seturday to Berne; that sermons should 
Evangelical Christendom among 1,200 princi- | be preached in that city, on the following day, 
| pal stations of the various missionary societies. | on the subject of the Lord’sday Observance, 
The amount required for this object would be, | by way of introducing the Congress, to be 
. including postage, about £300 per annum ;| held on the succeeding and following days. 
4 It was suggested also that a reception should 
be given at Lausanne, about the end of that 
week, to the members of the Evangelical 
iF Alliance and the European Federation. 
{ The President of the Central Committee 
45 n Geneva for promoting the Better (Obser- 
vance of the Lord’s-day on the Continent 
| acknowledges the valuable services rendered 
to them in theif arduous work by the 
4 Council of this Alliance. 
GERMANY. 
i 
it from the Rev. Pastor Erdmann, of Elbefteld, 
reporting that recently large Alliance meeting: 
' | had been held in Cologne, attended by 800, - 
“4 | 1,000, and even 1,200 persons, assembled 
| 
I 
5 


_ great importance in bringing about a nore 
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were all commenced with « devotional ser-| dresses by various speakers, a collection 
vice. Among the subjects apecially con-| was made for the Alliance. Proceeding to 
sidered were “The Hidden Life of the | Burnfoot, Langholm, the residence of W. E. 
Christian,” “The Battle of Faith,” “Love, | Malcolm, Esq., the Secretary had the privi. 
the Fruit of Faith,” “The Influence on our | lege of attending and addressing meetings 


- Life of the hope of heavenly glory.” Beside | held in connection with the anniversary of 
Protestants, many Roman Catholics were; the Langhalm Branch of the Evangelical 


present. The Cologne meetings will be of | Alliance. 
At Hall, the Secretary attended a public 


harmonious fellowship among the members meeting, held in the Rooms of the Royal In- 
of the National and other Churches. The | stitution, which was plesided over by H. J. 
address of Professor Christlieb especially | Atki - Mach interest was expressed 
made a great, and we trust with many a in the obj and operations of the society, 
lasting, impression. The writer thus con- | and various gentlemen joined the Alliance, 
eludes :—*“ I hope this brief sketch will give | and agreed to revive the local organization 
you an idea of the good work begun by the | which had existed in past years. 

Alliance in this part of Prussia. It is only} Im the aftegnoon of Tuesday, October 23, 
a beginning, but we trust much more will|a drawing-room meeting was held in the 
follow.” house of Dr. Shann, Petergate, York. New 

SUNDAY CLOSING IN IRELAND. — members and subscriptions were received. 

A letter was read from the Rev. D. Mullan,| The Assistant-Secretary reported, that on 
Secretary of the Irish Branch of the Evan- October 25 he visited Leamington, to confer 
gelical Alliance, dated Dublin, October 29, with members of the Alliance and others 
enclosing the following resolution, passed by friendly to Chrigtian union. He succeeded 
their Council on October 16 :— in making arrangements for a drawing-room 

“The Council would represent to! the meeting to be held at the end of Novewber. 
Council of the Evangelical Alliance the In the evening of the 25th he ad:ressed 
strong desire which has been expressed by a a meeting in Warwick, for which the Mayor 
vast majority of all-classes and creeds in Ire- had kindly granted the use of his Parlour: 


land for the closing of the public-houses in On Friday, the 26tb, Mr. Arnold attended 


Ireland on the Lord’s-day, and they beg of a drawing-room meeting in the house of 
them to use every possible means to induce Charles Early, Esq., Witney, Oxon. About 


the ‘British Government to undertake such fifty ladies and gentlemen wefe present, in- 


legislation as shall promote the social and | cluding several clergy and other ministers. 


moral interest was expreased in the princi- - 


the public-houses on Sunday.” ples and objects of the Alliance, and many 
The Council instructed the Secretary to | of those present became members and sub- 

communicate with Professor Smyth, M.P. scribers, 

(who has charge of the Bill in the House It was resolved, That the best thanks of 


of Commons), and to report the result to this Council be presented to Dr. Shann, of 


the Council at a future meeting. York, and to Charles Early, Eeq., of Witney, 
- PROVINCIAL VISITATION. for their valuable aid rendered to this Alli- 
The Secretary reported that he had visited ance. 


Wickersley, near Rotherham, on Friday, FINANCE. 
October 12, where, after a meeting held in The cash statement for the four months 


the house of Mrs. Holt Yates, there had been ending October 31 was presented, showing 
a public meeting in the Institute (a room receipts amounting to £907 15s. 10d.; pay- 
supported by that lady, for various religious ments, £896 8s. 8d.; balance of liabilities 
and philanthropic purposes). After ad- over assets, £113 2s. 4d. 


MEETING AT RICHMOND, SURREY. _ 


On Thursday evening, November 8,a pub-| Thomas Cave, Esq., mp., presided, and 
lie meeting on behalf of the Evangelical Alli-| was supported by the Rev. F. J. C. Moran, 
ance was held in the hall of the Young/8.p., Rev. J. Hunt Cooke, the Rev. John 
Men’s Christian Association, Hill-street, Rich- | Sugden, ie? of the Free Church of Eng- 


mond, the use of which had been kindly | land, H. T. Ravenshaw, Eeq., J. H. Raven- | 


granted by the Committee of that Institu- shaw, Eeq., and others, 


After a passage of Scripture had been read 


| 
on. 


no neces<ity for a union. John Bunyan in 


like, but there are not many | common religion. 
far as that author, and The Rev. F. J.C. Moran was 
men 


of belief, and the Alliance upon | had done a great deal of work in various 
the basis of our general agreement in fanda- | parts of the world, but none of more import- 4 
mentals. I have lately spent some time in; ance than what it had accomplished recently 
the sister country with a prominent member | with regard to promoting a better observance 
of the legal profession, who has twice been | of the Lord’s-day on the Continent. A young 
called to the deathbeds of Roman Catholics, | German lady once told him that she could 
tg to alter their last testaments. They had both | not understand the English Sunday; she had 
had the priests of their religion to attend | heard that we sat children on hassocks all 
a : them in their last sickness, and the question | day long, and would not let them even speak. 
i asked by each of them was, “Am I safe for | However, that was considerably changed now, 
be heaven?” and the priests answered, “ All de- | and on the Continent a difference was observ- 
pends upon the extent of your faith in | able. 
Christ.” I might further give as an illustra-| Addresses were also given by the Rev. J. . 
tion, that all Christians believe in baptism, | Hunt Cooke, the Rev. Bishop Sugden, and 


although they are divided as to whether a| by the Rev. James Davis and Mr. A. J. 
child shouldbe baptized in infancy or at an | Arnold, who attended as a deputation from: 
age of responsibility. One body of Christians ' the Alliance. ~ : 


UNITED STATES ORGANIZATION.—SECOND BIENNIAL CONFERENCE. © 

The second Biennial Conference of the | Dr. Hayda, of Cleveland, and prayer by the 
Evangelical Alliance of the United States | Rev. Dr. R. W. Clark, of Albany: The wel- 
met at the end of October last, in the First | come, extended by Dr. Eddy, was charac- 
Presbyterian Church in the city of Detroit. | teristically cordial and graceful. 
That place is, from its central position, ad- followed, led by Dr. Schaff. He told us 
mirably adapted for such a gathering as the | that, first of all and last of all, we should 
Alliance Conference, which extended from | rejoice in being Christians, rather than ad- 
Tuesday evening, October 30, to Friday herents of any denomination, and should 
evening, November 2. The following ac- stand firmly together against our common 
‘ count of the.proceedings is abridged from a| foes; magnifying our agreements, minimizing - 
communication in the New York Observer, by | our differences, And, in sympathetic strains, - 
the Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson. there followed the Rev. S. H. Lee, of the Cleve- 

The chairman of the local committee of | land Delegation; Dr. R. W. Clark, of Albany ; 
arrangements (Rev. Dr. J. P. Scott), took | Dr. Monfort, of Cincinnati; Dr. Hornblower, 
charge of the opening meeting on Tuesday | of Pittsburgh ; Dr. McCracken, of Toledo; Dr. 
evening, and the Rev. Dr. Eddy deliveted | Buckley, of Stamford, Connecticut, 
the address of welcome, after the reading of When the last of this series of brief 
the seventeenth chapter of John, by Rev. responses from delegates had been heard 


~ 
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af and prayer offered, Mr. Arnold stated that | considered the Lord's Supper a mystic cer - 
. letters had been received from the Rev. Evan | mony, another that every meal is to be eaten 
5 H. Hopkins, Rev. G. T. Dixon, and Rev. Dr.| in remembrance of Him. If there were no 
a Osborn, all of whom expressed regret at their aouen between members there would be 
The Chairman said, An old writer once 
rt said, perhaps half seriously and half playfully, | is 
| 4s { that there are somie good people in thie world | had broken his neck too,” and I am of the 
,& | with whom it would be soon enough to be ac- | came opinion. I hope that we shall all en- 
| Hf _ quainted in the next. In this free country | deavour to do our utmost for the good of our 
we speak as we 
people who can of opinion 
if in this world thé the greatest 
i: | everywhere, and we cannot associate with| utility. For a long time he could not be 
, them without receiving a great deal of good | induced to join the Alliance, regarding it as a 
i f from them in our intercourse. It seems to | floating cloud that could never be caught, but 
- i me that there is plenty of room for a society | in the present year he had seen it to be very 
- | which provides a common standpoint for the | advantageous for the union of Christians, and 
| various denoniinations of Christians. We are | it was to him as the wire which rope- 
all agreed as to the principles laid down in | makers bound round the strands of rope to 
mS the Bible, differing only upon special points | make them still more secure. The Alliance 
| 
d 
| 


E 


| 
: 


hammedanism as a practical denial of all 
rights of person and 

Dr. Hornblower, of Allegheny, took Dr, 
Thomas's place, and read a very delightful 
essay on “ Denominationalism as related to 
Christian Union.” The key note of his paper 


may be found in the true rendering of John’ 


x. 16, which should read: “‘ Other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold; them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my vijce, and 


& 
N 


and preaching the Gospel, and. ludicrously 
illustrated the distinction by imagining a 


Cincinnati, Hon. Mr. Hoyt, of Cleveland, 
Rev. Dr. Ridgeway, of Cincinnati, D. B. 
Duffield, Esq., and Dr. Henry Kendall. 

The “ last day” was “ the great day of the 
feast,” and both morning-and afternoon were 
given to the consideration of “ Romanism 
and Rationalism, as related to Modern 
Thought and Literature.” Dr.. Hartranft’s 
paper, though cumbered with foreign names, 
classic quotation, and dry historical and 
technical matters, was so profound, so in- 
structive and so inspiring, that, after con-— 
suming more than one hour in the forenoon, . 
the unfinished easay was demanded again in 
the afternoon. 

The Rev. C. C. Tiffany, of ‘New York 


city, was the next speaker. Taking an 


entirely different view of the subject, looking 


at it not from the Continental aud historical, 
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with attention, the Rev. Dr. HEREEEENNNN, there shall be one foci, 
and suggested that « visible, EE | He emphatically denied 
of the eubstantial BJ of all| as to look for organic un | 
be made in the herding the sheep, but one 
symbol of our Shepherd. Dr. R. W. 
in the repetition operation among Denomi 
supplication, the the need in the church, first 
| end then of multiplication ; 
— es practical unity as dependent 
with Chriat, reflecting inward | 
pathy, and demanding out 
co-operative work. 
President Angell, of the 
ie x ; it was sublime! Michigan, made a noble defen 
W.A. Howard, of Grand Rapids, | colleges, against their 
then elected President of the | of Detroit, discoursed of the “ 
Conference ; and, in a brief speech, acknow- | Religious Press,” and gave 4 m 
ledged his high appreciation of the honour | stimulating view of that 
conferred. modern Christian civilization. 
Addresses and essays of great interest fol-| on “ Religion and Politics,” 
lo Hamphrey and F. W. Conrad, were 
the and discriminating. 
The evening of Thursday was, in the ab- 
Alliance,” beginning by a graceful reference | sence of the announced speakers, given up to 
to the day (Oct. 3ist) as the birthday a discussion on the “ Evangelization of the 
testantism, the anniversary of the day Masses,” in which, by request, the President 
in 1517, Lather nailed up his led. Mr. Howard gave us one of the plainest, 
assigned two grounds as the basis for simplest Saxon sermons we ever heard, on 
istence of the Alliance: first, the d the way in which we must preach in order to 
express, exhibit, and advance the real BN | reach the people. He made a very “sharp 
of Christians; and secondly, the promotion | distinction between preaching about the Gospel 
of religious we ay Dr. J. A. Brown and 
on “The Use and Abuse of Denomination- | messenger sent to prison to offer a condemned 
alism,” and held the attention of a large | man a pardon on very simple conditions, as 
audience till after twelve o'clock. Dr. Brown | standing in the door of the cell and eloquently 
four | discoursing on the beauty of pardon, ete., in- 
free | stead of plainly and promptly offering the 
mn and | pardon and stating its terms. Several other 
; and | speakers followed, Rev. Dr. O. A. Hills, of 
and Human Rights,” was another 
or his elaborate essays, read with his metallic 
voice, and a masterly presentation of Roman , 
law and the whole doctrine of human rights, | 
contrasted with the essential character of Mo- 
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the theme 
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fine culture and lovely spirit. 
Dr. Pierson, in the account from which we 


vote, says bat lite, himealf being,” he 
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